




  

A Deed Restricted 
Community 

KEEPERS 
City Services  
       3-1-1 

City Emergency 
713.834.0600 

www.cityofhousotn.gov___ 
Public Works 
713.837.0600 

Westheimer 
Police Storefront 

(no officers dispatched from 
this location) 
713.284.8604 

Police Dispatcher 
713.884.3131 

Fire Department 
713.222.7643 

Or 9-1-1 

Heavy Trash 
Second Wednesday 

Of the Month 

Recycle! 

Recycle 
The City of Houston is sponsoring a 
competition among subdivisions that currently 
have curbside recycling. Each subdivision will 
be scored on its participation rate and the 
amount of recyclables. The subdivision with 
the highest overall score and the one with the 
most improvement can will a prize of $5000. 
Our neighborhood is currently ranked at only 
8% participation! If we do not bring our level 
up, we may lose our curbside recycling 
program. Dec 5th and Dec 19th are the two 
remaining recycling days this year. 

Civility Ordinance. 
The City of Houston created a Civility 
Ordinance that prohibits "any person to sit or 
lie down on a sidewalk or blanket, stool, or 

Prevailing Building Lines 

any object placed upon a sidewalk between the 
hours of 7:00am and 11:00 pm in a designated 
area.    The current designated areas are: the 
Central Business District, Midtown, Old Sixth 
Ward, Avondale Area and Greater Hyde Park 
Area.   Avondale and Hyde Park just recently 
received this designation and they have 
noticed a difference.   Both neighborhoods are 
part of the Neartown Association, as is 
Audubon Place. Instead of the other 17 or so 
neighborhoods in Neartown filing a petition 
separately, we have decided to write a letter 
and have it signed by all of the neighborhood 
associations and then petition city council to 
use its discretion to extend the ordinance to 
cover the Neartown area without a formal 
petition process. Look for more info on this 
topic early next year. 

 

 

Audubon Place Association 
Newsletter 

Happy holidays 

Join us at 7:30pm on December 7th for our annual Holiday Party. We will again hold it at Alex 
and Andrea Di Bagno's house at 608 Harold. Bring a dish to share and also bring your 
Homeowner's dues for 2007. This year, the dues will be $ 15 per person or $25 per household. 

As most of us know, Houston is a city without zoning. It is one of the things we love and hate about 
Houston! Since we do not have any kind of zoning, we have to rely on Deed Restrictions to help 
preserve the character of the neighborhood. Deed Restrictions usually address building setbacks, 
building heights, and lot sizes. When our Deed Restrictions were -reinstated over 20 years ago, not 
all properties chose to "opt in."    The city has added two ordinances to Chapter 42 of the City 
Ordinances to help neighborhoods address this. From the City's web page: 

Building set backs and lot sizes are often defining features of a neighborhood, giving blocks 
a certain look and feel. Neighborhoods inside the 610 Loop that want to preserve this aspect 
of their character may want to explore using the Prevailing Lot Size or Prevailing Building 
Line application. 

As the builders have started discovering our little neighborhood, new houses and town homes are 
being built. We welcome new development in our area, but we would also like the builders to help us 
preserve the character of our neighborhood that makes it charming by maintaining a setback that 
matches the majority of the block and by designing structures that blend with the neighborhood. 

Some of our streets have started petitions to establish a prevailing building line for a given blockface, 
thus insuring that the look of the street will remain the same. I hope you will support your neighbors 
in this effort. 

Once a blockface has been designated with a prevailing building line, that line is in effect for 20 
years. 


